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The Situation of “The Instituion of Popular Education”
in the History of Museum Activities in Japan

He % fr B

Noritaka Shiina*

“The Institution of Popular Education’’ was opened in December 1912 as the institution
for social education within the Tokyo Educational Museum (now the National Science Museum)
by the demand of the Department of Education, the Imperial Government. It included
exhibitions of objects on natural history, goods of every kind showing their manufacturing
process, instruments and models for scientific education and materials related to astronomy,
geography, and public health.

Gentaro Tanahashi, Director of the Tokyo Educational Museum and Professor of Tokyo
Higher Normal School (now Tokyo University of Education), was responsible for the estab-
lishment of this institution. He adopted many new methods of exhibition for that time, e. g.,
ecolgical display and experimental intruments to be handled by visitors. For these reasons,
it attracted the attention of the public, and the number of visitors rapidly increased. As well
as this natural history materials registered in the Natural History Department of ‘the Tokyo
Imperial Museum (now Tokyo National Museum) were transfered to the Tokyo Educational
Museum ; these were very important and valuable additions to the Institution. These exhi-
bitions including the natural history exhibits led to the initiative to establish a modern museum

of natural history in Japan.
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