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Practical Advices on Community Museum Planning

B BL

Kojima Hiroyoshi*

Recently there is a trend for constructing museums in various parts of Japan. However,
construction plans of most of these museums, whether constructed by prefectural authorities
or city authorities, have been principally prepared by architecturers or designers and experiences
or advices of experts and specialists in the fleld are employed only as information sources.

Another feature in these plans is that the most emphasis is placed on art works, particu-
larly on antique arts. Consequently, museums featuring geographical peculiarities or cultural
heritage of specific localities are rarely found.

For the past 5 years the writer has been taking charge of a construction plan of a city
museum to be opened for public in May this year.

The basic purpose of this museum is to provide a new type of community museum which
will serve as an academy for the residents of the community concerned. It will have a diff-
erent image from that of a historical museum in Japan (where al kinds of articles are
exhibited without any principle or order).

Having such objective, the committee members for the construction of the museum have
made very bold attempts even from the initial stage of the planning so that the museum will
provide unique and educational projects.

The members have made every possible effort in planning of organization and activities
of the museum and paid particular attentions on the manner of display which will serve as
the official stage of the museum for the public.

The members have compiled various drawings and documents related to the processes of
planning through completion of the building. It is our sincere hope that similar efforts will
be made by others in construction of other museums.

The article presented here consists of 7 sections; namely, I. Introduction, II. Role of
Community Museum, III. Construction Planning, IV. Hiratsuka City Museum Plan, V.
Construcion Plan and Execution of Construction of the Museum, VI. Future Constructior.
Plans and VII. Conclusion.
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