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A Report of “The 4th Conference of the International
Association of Zoo Educators (IAZE)” in 1978
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The above-mentioned Association was inaugulated in 1972. It holds its Conference every second

every year. In 1978 we held the Conference as a 4th at National Park in Washington D.C., U.S.A. The
theme of the Conference was: “Zoo Education: Reaching Different Audience Through Varied Programs”
Program for families, Innovative program for elementary students, Materials for the general public,
Program for high school students, programs and materials for the handicapped.

Those topics were taken up in the Conference held during the four days biggining on 26th through
30th in September.

The attendants in the Conrerence were about 44 from 9countries, the items reported being 14.

Now I am going to present the outline of the association; programs concerning families on which
the Conference laied special stress; the report of the AAZPA education survey; snaps given by the
writer and some others, i.e. the outlook and tendencies.
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IV Historical Review of Educational Activities at Zoos in Tokyo, Japan

1. Introduction

Ueno Zpplogical Garden in Tokyo was opened in 1882 as the first zoological garden in Japan.

The size of this Ueno Zoo, when first opened, was thus very small in scale. But the people concerned felt the
importance of the educational signicance it has on society. Whenever some improvement was made in the environ-
ment for breeding of the animals, they took the chance to enhance the effects of display. And the people saw
importance in labels, and close cares were taken of the identification of animal species.

In those days, the conditions of Ueno Zoo was far from allowing them to concentrate on the educational activities.
We sincerely pay respect to the endeavor and enthusiams of these personnel of the past days for the social education.

Today, Ueno Zoo has a site area of 13.9 ha, with 8,921,804 visitors during 1977. The number of its animal
specimen is 1,387 of 341 species. Besides, there are an aquarium.

In addition, Tokyo Metropolice government also runs Tama Zoological Park, which was opened in 1958 and
now has a site area of 52.3 ha, recorded 1,659,676 visitors in a year, and keeps 1,895 animal specimen of 194 species,
beside an insectarium.

For the convenience of analyzing the educational activities in zoos, the elements of the activities may be
classified as the following:

DIVISION OF EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES IN ZOOS

1. Contents A. Life (live animals)
B. Others (specimen, model, literature, data)

2. Object A. Visitor (1) Single
{(2) Plural a) With organizer 1) Organized by the visitors
{2) Organized by the zoo
(b) Without organizer
B. Non-visitor
3. Method A. Attended (1) Guided and taught

(2) Activities in a limited area
(3) Event

B. Not attended ( (1) Layout and kind of facilities
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(2) Display and labels (a) Short term
(b) Long term
(3) Publications, teaching aids for taking home

By combination of these different factors, one can find various categories of the educational activities. A number
of our activities, which we have developed on our own initiative, will fall on this or that categories. And we can
review how these activities resulted from specific solutions wont to the problems under the given trying conditions of
each zoo.

Today, I shall outline the activities mainly falling on the Categories 3-A and 2-A-(2) as well as 1, above, which
have been organized at Ueno and Tama zoos.

2. Activities of Organizing Visitors by the Zoo
There is the kind of educational activities by a zoo to call for applicants for visiting the zoo. Thus the appli-
cants are organized by it and led according to its intention.

1) Summer School

A summer school was first held by the Itotsu Recreation Ground Zoo in Kitakyushu City in 1937. Later in
1949, Ueno zoo started to organize a summer school for primary school and junior high school children. Its purpose
was to explore the possibilities for a kind of zoo education activities: that the zoo collects visitors, including single
and plual visitors, and give them a course.

Applications were invited for the school by newspapers and radio, but applicants counted very few it is only one.

One of the factors for this seems that, in those days, most of the general visitors felt that a zoo was not a site
for study and education. Newspaper reports about this event were found not stressing on the invitation to the
school, but rather on how the summer school at the zoo was. This suggested the zoo people an idea for the next
time. They made their best to make an intersting news in the introductory part of the first day lesson of the school.
For instance, a question was posed to the attendants how an elephant would eat a big water melon of 40 cm in
diameter. A water melon is a very popular fruit for Japanese families in summer.

Some imagined that an elephant would bite it with his mouth to break off pieces for eating. Some said he will
strike it to split into piece by his nose. After obtaining most types of answers, the organizer called all the attendants
to carry a heap of water melon to elephant’s house by a palanquin, joyously shouldered by a number of people as if
it were a potable shrine in a traditional Japanese festival. And all the people then watched attentively how the
elephants ate them.

Such approach help the summer school of Ueno Zoo gradually better known by the public. Besides, people come
to have stronger demands for zoo education service, and yet it took 10 years before the school could have more
applicants than its full capacity. Today, the shool enjoys a great number of applicants: it is between 4 times and 10
times of its capacity. And pupils are selected on the first-come-first-served basis at Ueno, and by lot at Tama.

Besides these existing courese, Ueno Zoo has experienced the summer school courses for infants, for teacher

and teaching-course students, for handicapped children other than the blind, and for the grow up public; of which,
the handicapped children other than the blind, and the infants, have been removed from the ‘‘summer school
courses because day-to-day teaching systems of the zoos have been established for them.

In 1971, the Japanese Assosiation of Zoological Gardens and Aquariums decided that the first week of every
August be observed as the Zoo and Aquarium Week. During the Week, one of the events is to promote summer
schools and other public educational activities. Since then, summer schools and similar events have been introduced.:
to zoological gardens and aquariams all over Japan.
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2) Activities at Mini Farms at Ueno Aoo
Since 1974, an event called “Mini Farm” have been organized for primary school children visiting the zoo
personally. The course takes 30-40 minutes. The total perticipants during 1977 counted 27,054 in 69 days.

3) Parents and Cildren School at Tama Zoo
This is an event of a single day course, started from 1969, Varities of contents are contained in its program,
such as a tour guide, lecture, playing with rabbits and other animals, learning the rabbits through a picture story
show, questions and answers, and so on. During 1977, it was held on 3 days with a total attendantce of 300 people.
To our mind, this event should be further developed and enriched.

3. Services for Groupe Visitors

There are activities of the zoo personnel to give guidance to groups of people, which may temporarily organized
by the visitors for this purpose, or may be some permanent bodies.

Such groups can be of youth, women, grow up public, or old people in localities, or can be the organizations
related to school education.

All these groups have their own leaders of the day, or of the organization, and we need no service for grouping
the visitors.

1) Guidance of How to Inspect a Zoo at both Ueno and Tama Zoos

2) Group Guidance at the Children’s Zoo at Ueno Zoo

The main people to be educated at this zoo has been the lower from pupils of primary schools, kindergarten
children, the mentally and physically handicaped school children, and the students of teachers college courses. We
give the students of teaching courses the practice and lectures about what will be required for their future visit
to the zoo with school cildren under them.

Guidance to the group of school children is given both as the preliminary and the at-the-zoo guidances.

School children who arrive at the zoo are given an introductory lecture by the staff of the zoo.

The handling of llamas, goats, rabbits, guinea pigs, water and land fowls, tortoises and turtles, carps, and the
like, should be taught to the children by their teachers themselves personally. The zoo staff help the teachers
whenever necessary. They also guide the children for demonstrating some displays. For instance, to give a signal to
goats to call them together; or tolead geeseto an intended place quietly without touching their bodies.

Finally, the staff call the children together again, give tham a lecture to summarize their experiences of that
day, and incite their desire for another visit to the zoo, before closing their adventure of the day.

1977 704 times 33,589 visitors.

In this connection, let me tell you some personal vews, I have during and after my 28 years’ service to the
Cildren’s zoo at Ueno. Now let me discuss the education for children who have been trained by zoos staff, again,
this time, about infants.

It seems to us that, today, more children than before fail to make a long-time observation of some animal or
animals patiently; in other words, they fail to observe the animals from various view points on their own initiative.
Also there are remarkably no small number of children who although fear a goat or the like animal coming closer
to them, yet show some food to the animal, so as to cause the kind of result which they actually do not want.
One recent tendency is that they often acquire some incomplete knowledge without directly knowing a matter or-
thing. I feel it necessary to make children experience warm direct contacts with animals, who are leading their own
life as we are, so that the children may come to have desirable humanity in their very young days. In Japan it
has been urged to give children far more chance to contact animals’ life, in order to bring them to a stage prerelimi
nary to the next stage of warmly watching the life of animals.

3) Show to Become Familiar with Animals at Tama Zoo
The course takes 40 minutes, with a capacity of 400 men audience. It is given to any group which may apply
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forit.  The total participants during 1977 were 16,000 of 145 groups.

The above activities, Nos. 1), 2) and 3), fall on the category 3-A-(2) “‘Activities in a limited area” in the
Classification Diagram I have shown earlier. As an established site for this kind of activities, Tama Zoological
Park now plans to have an open-air class room, and Ueno Zoo is constructing an Education Center.

4) Tour Guide » at both Uen and Tama Zoos
Since they are technically too many for us, we give only a minimum degree of tour guide service to group
visitors.

4. Services for General Visitors

This is the type of activities carried out by zoo staff personally for a large number of unorganized visitors, or
the casual visitors, who may be alone or in a group of more than one people.

The purposes of general visitors to a zoo are various, the number of such visitors are many, and their visiting
hours least 8 hours a day. For these reasons, to give education service to all such visitors, which we hope we could
has various difficulties.

While we carrying out services to the organized visitors, we have also strived to develop the services for the
general visitors, including the following.

1) Contact Corner at Ueno Zoo

In this corner, an enclosure encircled by a low fence of 8 meters in diameter, with a low 30 centimeter handrail,
is available to admit infants of 3years old or to allow them become intimate with rabbits, guina pigs, and ‘‘ukokkei”
which is one of the Japanese fowls. Zoo staff, being helped by 5 women students of colldges . who have been
trained by zoo staff, are assinged to this corner for this activity, ensuring the security of both the children and the
animals. The corner has been established since 1972.

2) Sunday Lectures for Visitors at Tama Zoo

Since 1969 when the Insectarium Center was opend, lectures have been regularly given to general visitors to
the zoo, in the lecture room of the center every Sunday and national holidays from March to November except
July and August. The lectures use motion pictures and color slides, and so on.

3) Services of Volunteers

In 1974, the Tokyo Zoo Volunteers was organized. The volunteers are registered when they complete their
course of 6 days. Then they will be qualified for participating in various kinds of services.

The services of the volunteers for the general visitors are mainly given on Sundays and national holidays.

5. Conclusion

Many of Japanese zoological gardens have no educational service organizations. Even those of our two zoos
in Tokyo are probably not satisfactory in many aspects.

But we admit that, within the existing size or staff and established organization, we have made considerable
attainment of zoo education within our limited capacity. We are willing to do our utmost for further development
of this service for contributing to society.

V Zoftoxk ROBZET 0y 746 EERLA V7 PP TRREH
KERY) L7 Y v VKBBRETD, BEMEENRD . BHENRBOEALETIRER, GYEERED
F¥. EE Y7 TNBYERED, 4~TFRO DRBEHEE G LTIV BELAREKETE 3 L4
B TR =BT, 55 VAR EBO NE. ERENT.
#v b FIva#fE Zoodom TOHRBIED. ik LORHIEATHERAL T ZERECBN S0, 4
5 Vo7 PETO, FAEMAROISE. KE b BHESERADL S HEICELN-FRTF P21 ThH-
v FBIBEO SRR, v Yy FFEME TOER A 1z

38



MR HEE AN 3 & - H 4 BG

fit532~39~— &,

197949 H

HROICRRBEEFOHIRIYORMMIEL, MOHEL
AR ITRTEEZEDMEE DICLZ DT, BHICIIE
BRELUTRSINBERE LTV EBANRH 206 L
IS HIRRBR L 120,

BRAD BRI BB AT SR THB LT VS &
LHEMBEN. LA LRERBCHHROBHEES LT
WA EBRINTE D, ZHEBMCHH HFOREL
MINBDTHB EHL. .

BASIC Y D EM#ED Dr. H.T. Reed BEMSEGIOR:
TRRTWIc T ED— AR L.

Zzhid 1860 £/ 5 1970 ERICHhFT, ABLEH
YVDOFELF TR EREBBR SN, 2REBINCE
YRORBEICHN, ENTHHEHOEKBFFERI LR L

QDXL EAD. #D LHUMRNEENE D B 5L EK
TH, SBRENBARIFZLER LTS EODYRATE
DRBICEIITTIELY. | LOEETH- 1.

IAZETHETRERINTOROVESASTER
M U7z, REENLYOMBEARE LIIHSFMEA
THWE3DERATE e BHPRKBTHEBBOEN, T
5 LWLRIEKA A LTS, bHsE b HOME DO
AEROMAIT, HRNLHAT CHHRKBEEE AN
IRHLOEHICENIVE, BIEFIICLILKRET
» 5. :

(ZAEDS ThAH HEHZEHHAR)
* Tama Zoological Park, Hino-shi, Tokyo

oLy b ENHMAER ZBESEABYREES

¥
i1

7Yy ITARMBHAESEEEE LT3
Zoolab It 12B~15B % TABIEN T 3.

[FEFH] oho%tt, MELSRSY THANICE
HEL, RRLEOBMTHHARLFIFT 3.




