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Abstract

“To classify” in museums may mean 1) to design a classification scheme of system, 2) to decide or iden-
tify classification codes suitable for museum items or information, or 3) to arrange physically museum items
in show-cases or on shelves.

Classification serves for two purposes: 1) to present systematic recognition of the collection, and 2) to
enable to retrieve required items of information from the storage in which they are arranged.

There are two systems of classification: 1) the pre-coordinated classification system which is commonly
used in case of physical items, and 2) the post-coordinated classification system which is often used for the
storage and retrieval system of information.

In case of the pre-coordinated classification system, the items of common attributes are grouped together,
and then each group is devided into sub-groups repeating the similar process. In case of the post-coordinated
classification system, several independent view-points are selected as features of top-classes, and then each
groups are devided into sub-classes by repeating the similar process. When the system is applied, all appropri-
ate classification codes are assigned to the item or information to be classified.

Several remarks are made for designing a post-coordinated classification system and a model of post-
coordinated classification systems applicable for information retrieval in agricultural museums are described.
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