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Museums and the Visually Impaired
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Museums should be used by everyone ; it means the disabled can make good use of them and also
enjoy visiting them. It is true that in Japan gradually museums are improved for use of the disabled
since the international year of the disabled persons in 1981,but unfortunately most of the Japanese
museums do not offer enough services for them. Espesially, the service for the visually impaired get
behind.

A research was made in schools for the blind to understand how the students use museums and
what services they require of museums.

The results are :

1. There are a lot of schools which use museums once or twice in a year in special school events,
such as school excursions.

2. Many students are interested in the exhibits which they can touch and feel. Besides, it is useful
for them to learn by experience, for example, wearing kimono.

3. Most of the students want to have much more oppotunities to touch the exhibits.

It is true that museums have to preserve and take care of their collections, but unfortunately this

becomes a big obstacle to improve services for the visually impaired. The first thing to do is to take

away prejudices of sighted people or even the wrong impressions of the visually impaired that muse-

ums are the places to see the exhibits silently. In the hope, little by little, museums should be changed

into ones that everyone can enjoy comfortably.
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