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TEACHERS, JOIN THE FIGHT TO HELP SAVE

— . P

HABITATS! HABITAT, WHAT'S THAT?

All living things need a place to
live. The word “habitat” means
‘‘a place to live”, a home for plants
and animals. People need places
too. Every day, the number of people

on the earth increases by thousands

and thousands. They all want homes.
When humans build cities, plough
fields for farms, and chop down
forests for lumber and other
products, natural habitat for wildlife
is lost. For example, the amount

of tropical rain forest being cut
each second is about the size of a
football field! Natural areas are
rapldly vanishing. What happens
to animals and plants when they
run out of space to live?

WHAT YOU CAN DO TO HELP

Work witn your stugents to try any
one or all of the following activities:

1. ADOPT A WILD AREA

Befriend a field, marsh, riverbank
or forest near your home and care
for it. Go there often and clean up

litter. Make it a nice place for
wildlife to live and you will soon
meet some of the residents.

2. PLANT PLANTS

You can have wildlife in your
own school yard! Ask your .
schoo! administration if you
can plant shrubs, trees and
flowers to attract birds and
other wild animals. If
you get Southern Alberta piants
from a nursery, they will grow well
and provide good habitat for our
local creatures. See if you can let
part of the school yard grow wild
too. Some “‘weeds’ are actually
beneficial wildflowers that will
give your school grounds a beautiful
natural look. Maintenance costs
will be lower, too.

3.  LEARN MORE ABOUT
WILDLIFE

Attend Zoo interpretive programs,

encouragse your students to watch

nature shows on t.v., read wildlife

books and magazines. You'll

discover what our world needs in
order to stay heaithy.

4. TELL PEOPLE WHAT YOU
LEARN
Encourage your students to Share
their nature knowledge with friends
and family. They may help your class
to help habitats. Help your students
write letters to the Government
explaining why habitats need
protection.

5. RAISE MONEY FOR
CONSERVATION

Organize a bottle drive, garage sale

or school dance. Send the money

you raise to a conservation group

(eg. The Calgary Zoo Foundation,
the Nature Conservancy of Canada
or the World Wildlife Fund) so
they can continue to protect wildlife
habitat.

6. BE ENERGY WISE

Make sure you turn lights off when
you leave the room. Help your
students to think of some ways to
conserve water, like washing dishes
only when the sink or dishwasher
is full or washing clothes only
when the washing machine has a
full toad. Try to think of other
ways to be energy wise so that we
can build fewer dams.
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