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Educational Activities using “living Animals” in the Children’s Zoos 2
—Program Planning Process and Exhibits’ Programs—

Ei NS S
Misako NAMIKI

Abstract

In increasing children who have no experiences to touch and feel “live animals”, it seems to be
thought that the one of main roles of Childrens’ zoos is to prepare a lot of chances for visitors to
“contact” to or “interact” with animals in the exhibits enclosed. However, it can be said the most
important role is to make many opportunities for children to encourage them to think about the rela-
tionship between mankind and animals through their feelings.

Reviewed of several edcational programme, the author emphasized that the exhibits’ planning
should be thought as one of “educational programme” and any educational activities in Children’s
zoos should be classified from the viewpoint of the programming process. Futhermore, the Zoo staffs
should know their role and own position in the programming process, which are as follows: survay/
planning/implementing/assesment/evaluation. Therefore, the author presented some ideas of
Children’s zoo exhibit program, as a example, be focused to “domesticated vs. wild”

From these useful implication to make attempt educational programming under consideration of
children’s feature as well as animals’ characteristic behavior, this ariticle will suggest the necessities
to evalute any activities and visitors’ perception.
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