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Educational Activities using “living Animals” in the Children’s Zoos 3
—The Concept of the Exhibit Design under Consideration of Children’s View—

Abstruct

| A NI SV S
Misako NAMIKI

Visits to the children’s zoos can be provided some excellent opportunities and experiences for the
adults visitors accampanying children, one of which is to “interact” with the live animals. Although
we know the fact that children have own way to understand of animals like “a kind of personification
(other words, anthropomorphism)”, very little zoos have interpretive labels/panels which reflects the
childlike way. It is needed for us to prepare signs by which every family visitors are encouraged to
communicate with each other through the experiences with fun, or to try their own abilities compar-
ing those of animals.

And the author propose a concept of how to arrange the several facilities and exhibits in the
children’s zoo from the viewpoint of 1) sharing curiosities between adults (parents) and their children,
2) increasing the chances of interaction, and 3) learning structure. For instance, walking through
with animal caring exhibits, demonstration area, workshops, center of educational activities’

investigation, special area (only when a lot of visitors are coming) and others.
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