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Japanese Reception of Western Natural History Museums at the End of the Edo Period
— Man’en Gannen Mission at the Smithsonian Institution in 1860 —

Abstract
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In 1860, the Tokugawa Shogunate sent the Man’en Gannen Mission to the United States of

America to ratify the Japan—U.S. Treaty of Amity and Commerce.

While in Washington,

D. C., the mission had a chance to visit a natural history museum in the Smithsonian

Institution. It was the first official Japanese visit on record to a Western museum,

In this paper I will first trace how the Japanese mission came to visit the Smithsonian

Institution, using hitherto unexamined archival materials, and then will describe the actual

conditions and organizations of the natural history museum in the Institution in 1860. Finally I

will interpret mission members’ understandings and perceptions of the museum,

It is true that the mission members’ experiences in the museum did not have any immediate

or direct effect upon the creation of the Japanese first natural history museum.

experiences should not be underestimated,

however,

Their

as a historical fact in the process of

Japanese receptions of Western natural history museums,
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18 [dERLA D FICHAE, SEOBMHE, JLROBE
—21 Foxes, Wolves, Jaguars, Wild Cats, Panthers, Ant-eaters, Earth-hogs, Peccaries
4—22.4,6,8,10,12,13 |[Fishes
4y —23 Doves, Pigeons, Quails, Partridges, Wild Cocks, Pheasants, Peacocks, Lyre Birds, Grouse
r—25 Goldfinches. Yellow-birds, Crossbills, Starlings, Cassicans, Satin-birds, Jays. Black-
birds, Tanagers, Shrikes, Wrens, Manakins, Sparrows, Magpies, Buntings
=27 Kingfishers, Swallows,Humming Birds, Birds of Paradise
r—29 Parrots, Paroguets, Lories, Cockatoos, Barbets, Cuckoos, Woodpeckers, Flickers, Trogons
F—-2Z1 Hawks, Harriers, Kites, Falcons, Eagles, Horn-bills, Peacock Trogons, Owls
J—213a Condors, Vultures, Carrion Crows
[ E e JERO B, Mehfa, BEHY
r—214,15.17.19 Serpents in alcohol
r—2A14a Eagles, Fish Hawks
7—216 Hawks, Owls, Kites, Buzzards, Vultures
r—218 Woodpeckers, Flycatchers, Pewees, Kingbirds, Flickers, Thrushes, Warblers, Swallows,
Wrens, Buntings, Finches, Nuthatches, Titmice, Robins, Grosbeaks, Snow-birds
r—220 Blackbirds, Grackles, Jays, Ravens, Orioles, Partridges, Grouse, Sage Cocks, Sandpipers,
Rails, Snipe, Marsh-hens, Quails, Knots
r—221 Lizards
=222 Ducks, Teals, Nest and egg of Eider Duck, Wild Turkeys, Herons, Cranes
J—223 Frogs
r—224 Terns, Gulls, Tropic birds, Man-of-War Bird, Petrels, Cormorants, Loons, Boobies,
Gannets, Swans, Pelicans, Brant, Geese
4r—225 Salamanders and Turtles in alcohol
T—226 Alligators, Seals, Sea-cows, Albatrosses, Sawfish, Porpoise, Sturgeon, Shark, Gar-fish
P |0:ic] e P4 faf, SE0BE, Mehz
4r—241,43,44,46,48 |Fishes
r—242 Sea eggs, Sea urchins
r—245 Gulls, Noddies, Terns, Penguins, Petrels, Grebes
r—247 Tropic birds, Gannets, Pigeons, Albatross, Cormorants, Pelicans, Petrels
r—248,50,52,54 Reptiles
r—249 Geese, Swans, Ducks, Flamingos, Coots, Rails, Shovellers
r—251 Ibis, Lapwings, Curlews, Snipes, Cranes, Storks, Bitterns, Herons, Spoonbills
J—2A51&£530M Dress worn by Dr. Kane and Relics of Sir John Franklin
r—2A53 Deer, Llama, Reindeer, Elk
L] e P4 IERFHRIRICK P, MaHAIEY, PRE. TEhiE, Ak
r—2A28 Bears, Ourang Outang, Gorilla, Monkeys, Bighorn or Mountain Sheep, Wolverines, Otters,
Flying Lemurs, Taguans, Fox Phalangers, Kangaroos, Antelopes
r—229 Fishes
o —230 Bats, Hedge-hogs, Moles, Sloths, Weasels, Ermines, Sables, Minks, Martens, Raccoons,
Ferrets, Hares, Rabbits, Possum Cats, Dasyures, Pagumas
=231 North American Toads
r—232 Squirrels, Gophers, Mice, Hares, Beaver, Marmots,Rabbits, Porcupines, Moles,
Woodchucks, Armadillos, Guinea pigs
r—233 Star fishes
4 —234,36.38 Corals, Sponges, Sea weeds
=235 Shell-fishes
r—237,39,40 Crabs
k- SUTORAN—FDEE. AVIFIV_7DEIA4T7DER. AXYF
JVHSLLDHE, Pa—TCTEDEETNSI =, ZASTT7DEKR
PRRLEA Y S U— [P WEE EEMFOaLsiay
BRER¥vyZY— ABOEHER, BAEEE BB, ERIMOKERAIBOR, 151
r—263 Human Skulls
r—264-67 Skulls and Skeletons
r—268 Skins of Reptiles and Fishes
7 —2A69-69a Botany
EtBEFvySU— BA RS, 9E, AF, @K, 77V HOREFENIAL S 5>
F—278-79 Mummies from Egypt and Pery
mEFvyoU— 40— YU RAYF. INTHR, Za—P—5Y RELUMDES
OREFHaLVI 3>
F—=7I - 5—2R Bl AR, WA, BRR AA

K= D - W
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Nests and eggs. The Meteorite. Ores

[Shells, Turtles
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