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Educational Activities at Museums in Greece: School and Museum
—a Case Study of Archaeological Museums—
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Abstract

Since Greece was admitted to ICOM in 1983, it has adopted as its principal activity the introduction
of the educational programmes at museums. Especially, the birth of the Centre for Educational
Programmes (CEP) in 1985 became the practical starting point of the full-scale educational activity at
museums in this country, while some other leading museums also have contributed to the museum
education by offering good programmes so far. Greece is the country which is rich in the archaeologi-
cal cultural heritage. It is proved that the archaeological museums have been thought as the cultural
identity of the people, and that they consist the greatest number of all kinds of museums. In this
article the author will take up several instructive cases of the educational programmes offered in the
representative archaeological museums of Greece.

Recently we see another noticeable phenomenon in this country, which I think important: the collab-
oration between schools and museums. This is the collaborative work carried out by the Ministry of
Culture and the Ministry of Education with the initiative of ICOM Hellenic Committee. The
movement is gradually evolving into a nation-wide scale, involving the local museums. Looking at
our country, in 1990, close ties with scool education were pointed out as one of the museum operations
from the viewpoint of museum as a social educational institution in the age of life-long education.
Although the situations behind of both countries are different, the author thinks that it might be stim-
ulating to consider the Greek case.
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