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A Creation of a New Community Culture by Working in Closer Cooperation
with the People, Museum, Schools and Administrative Office
—A Report of Revival of Yamanaka Naoji, a Nursery Song Writer, in Noda,
Chiba Prefecture—

& W g ome
Yoshiaki KANAYAMA

Abstract: Museumns seem to take on the character of ‘a sanctuary of culture’. They plan exhibitions or lectures
by their own without paying attention to what the local community want museums to do. However, museums in
present society should provide cultural activities, with overlooking from an ordinary point of view, to a
community, sharing topics and views with local people. This paper reports that the museum in Noda creates a
new community culture with the people, which seems no examples among Japanese area museums until now.
Since the acquired articles left by Yamanaka, the museum have researched of him and obtained a variety of
results. Generally, when a research is finished, a museum provides people with its results as a special
exhibition. However, a special exhibition as a turning point, the museum took the first step of making
Yamanaka’s songs popular among the people in Noda, from children to elderly people. A significant factor to
success the museum plan is that obtaining cooperation from children and people in Noda from the beginning,
such as recruiting volunteers for a Yamanaka’s songs concert in the period of the special exhibition. After that,
not only schools and the Noda people but also the administrative office made effort to popularise Yamanaka's
songs in anywhere independently and enthusiastically. The museum also made a plan of a permanent
exhibition and displayed series of Yamanaka’s nursery songs. Namely, a ring of cooperation in Noda is
expanding and, at the moment, more than 80% of Noda people recognise his songs.

The activity of popularisation of Yamanaka's nursery songs as a local social education has accelerated
communication among the Noda people. Moreover, those who joined the activity of popularisation recognise
self-awareness and responsibility. The Yamanaka's nursery songs have been introduced to the school education
and children join the activity with adults. This activity has yielded a new education style, ‘cultivation of children
by aregion’.
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