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The History of Citizens' Participation at Osaka
Museum of Natural History (1)
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Abstract

Tsutsui Yoshitaka, the first director of the Osaka Museum of Natural History, started a museum supporters’
group in 1955. It consisted of such intellectuals as scientists, teachers, and amateurs (so-called “merchant
scholars”) . They joined the expeditions, helped museum extension, and published “Nature Study” , a
monthly journal for citizens. They helped Tsutsui to acquire half of an old schoolhouse for the museum.

After the museum moved to Utsubo, five museum professionals were employed. The name of the supporters’
group was changed to “Osaka Society for the Study of Natural History”. As museum professionals led the
educational activities, the supporters’group became inactive. However, more and more citizens participated in
the educational activities as their children also joined the nature observation and collecting tours. And
furthermore, as Isamu Hiura, one of museumn professionals, eagerly led citizens’study circles, more and more
new museum fans visited the museum.

During the Utsubo period (1958-1973) , the museum professionals came to the conclusion that “Museum
Friends” in Japan should be a users’group. In this period, 90 per cent of its members were men, and about half
of its members were young people. Some female members were volunteer assistants.

As Toshirou Itou points out, we have good reason to think highly of the joint researches at Osaka Museum of
Natural History, because citizens played important roles in it. But during the Utsubo period, the roles of the
citizens in the museum were limited (that is, doing joint researches, collecting specimens and the supply
of human resources) . The history I write here helps us consider to what extent citizens can participate in the
museum activities.
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