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Basic Study of Method for Collecting Information on Museology
—Especially by Using Information Retrieval Databases—
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Abstract Nowadays, much information is available for us, especially through internet. Then, it is very
important for researchers to select useful information, especially, for academic study.

The available commercial databases have become familiar to us through internet. They are comprehensive,
reliable and speedy, so powerful tool for researchers because of systematic collection of information. The
databases which are supplied on online information system are usually charged, but search results can be
obtained quickly. In addition, the search capabilities of the online information systems provide some
sophisticated search results, e.g., statistically analyzed results on online. These capabilities contribute for the
researchers to save time and give useful information. »

Among the databases which contains museological information, six of them are studied here ;
ARThbibliographies Modern. Bibliography of the History of Art (BHA), Art Literature. International (RILA),
Art Abstracts, Wilson Humanities Full Text and Arts & Humanities Search. These are studied and compared
based on Dialog online information system. The databases are all bibliographic databases. The fact that the
indexing fields are different in each database should be paid attention. In addition, some portion of the last two
databases are fulltext records, then search operator should be selected carefully to avoid useless records.
Furthermore, upon selection of the databases, the important points are the periods, time-lag, the contents of
each records, the indexing policy of the database producer.

On the other hands, the information which is supplied through internet is not systematic, so usually they are
not so useful for a research study, but they are very helpful for current information.
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