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Early Childhood Education and Hands-on
—Case Analysis by Observing Infant Behavior Through “Hands-on” Exhibition
in a Natural History Museum—

a1 = G R = B 3 Y O
Takako UCHIMIZAKI Naoko FUKUI

Abstract: In the early childhood the “hands-on” display, which allows direct touch on exhibits to the museum
visitors, is an effective method of education for infants. We can infer this fact from the rising number of new
children’s museumns both in Japan and foreign countries.

Through an observation of infants’ behavior to the “hands-on” display at the National Science Museum,
Tokyo, the role of this display method to early childhood education is discussed in this paper. As a result of
case analysis, the following two points have been proved:

1. Reaction of children to the “hands-on” exhibits covers to all 5 categories such as, Health, Relationships,
Environment, Language and Expression, which are shown in the authorized Japanese Kindergarten
Education Guidelines;

2. The activity of infants through “hand-on” display shows a tendency for bodily sensation, impendency,
continuance, and repletion.

According to the result, “hands-on” display shows these significant points for early childhood education, as
follows;

1. Direct touch to exhibits allows to offer for infants an good occasion to get knowledge and information on
object both through their body and mind;

2 . Whole process can excite children’s intellectual interests and develop possibly to next more advanced
steps.

The museum is an educational environment. Positive introduction of “hands-on” method, which enables
infants to participate in the exhibits, in the science and technology museum has an important significance in
early childhood education.
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