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Observation of the Smithsonian Institution by
Members of the Iwakura Mission (1872)
—How did the Japanese receive Western Museums of
Natural History in the Early Meiji Era?—
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Abstract: Members of the Iwakura Mission visited the Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D.C., in 1872. The
mission was the first official one of the Japanese Government to visit twelve Western countries, after the Meiji
Restoration, and to learn from their advanced civilization. Japanese students of museum history have paid less
attention to this visit to the American institution beside more interests to those to European museums, such as
British Museum and others. The author shows here the members’ activities at the institution by register
books of visitors left in the Institution Archives, published diaries of members, and American journals at the
time. The register books revealed us a date and a name of real visitors. Another aim of the author is to talk a
hypothesis on a members’ comprehension of the museum and scope to prepare an our national museum in

near future, using a date on an organization and an administration of the Institution and the museum.
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