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A Brief History of the Conservatoire des Arts et Métiers
focused on the Musée des Arts et Métiers
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Abstract X

The Musée des Arts et Métiers (MAM) was founded by Abbe Grégoire in 1794 as the
Conservatoire des Arts et Métiers (CNAM). It is one of the first public museums in
France. As the early years of the school education at CNAM used the facilities of the
museum, the history of MAM is almost the same as that of CNAM.

Through the creation period to the end of the 19th century, the CNAM mainly used
machine collections at museum as the education materials, where the demonstrators
showed how to handle the machines and tools, with various professional curriculums
which gradually became richer and richer as the time went by. Most of the students were
adults already working in factories or shops, and studied at the professional courses late
in the evening. The purpose of CNAM’s education has been and is to meet the needs of
the industry.

In the 20th century, the museum fell into a state of stagnation left behind the progress
of technology, but in March 2000 it was revived as the Musée des Arts et Métiers (MAM)
located at St. Martin, Paris and has now over 80,000 artifacts and 15,000 drawings. Since
most of the collection have its origin at the French Revolution, it is quite unique in the
world. The renovation transformed the museum more open and aminated KIOSK
(electronic board) instead labels explaining the artifacts. And Saint-Denis’ new store
facility gave researchers good oppotunities to study at the site.

Even today, the CNAM is evaluated as the institution of professional education with the
excellent technical collections at MAM. Recently it held Exhibits, “Adventure of Metric
System” and “200 Years of Electrical History with Volta Pile”.
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