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Abstract:

In early days of the Yokosuka City Museum (YCM), there were two trends of the
museum activities. A leader of the first was Dr. Yata Haneda,who had experienced the
British way of museum at the old Raffles Museum in Singapore under Japanese
occupation. The second was lead by Naotada Akaboshi and Toshitaka Shibata,who
respected an educational function to citizens. Shibata, in particular, criticized a devotee of
academic method of the first group and was opposed to conservative museum
professionals who would only devote themselves to collection and classification. However,
we cannot deny the fact that an opposition between the two groups has enlarged a
capacity of the museum activities. Shibata and Taira Kaneda created a new direct nature
observation method, and insisted that such observation is more important than just
learning the name through collection.

Toshiro Ito was influenced by Shibata, and directed his attention to natural surveys
organized by museum professionals of the YCM. Meanwhile, Ito proposed that in order
for a museum to be public goods, citizens' participation in survey and study should be
indispensable. Between the opening of the YCM and 1974, there were some natural
surveys at the YCM in collaboration with Yokosuka Plant Society and the Nature
Conservation Society of Miura Peninsula. The activities of Yokosuka Plant Society and
Sagami Shell Club can also be regarded as citizen participatory.

Ito’s hypotheses about public goods requires more discussions: how the citizens, who
participated in joint surveys or studies organized by museum professionals, changed their
recognition and actions, and also transformed the museum and the community.
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