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“Zebra on Wheels” running on the African Continent
— Mobile Museum Service in Botswana —
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Abstract:

The Botswana National Museum, Monuments and Art Gallery has established a very
effective outreach programme popularly known as “Zebra on Wheels”. This programme
was begun in 1979. Initial funding for this Mobile Museum Project came from UNICEF,
and later SIDA took over the responsibility for funding the project. However, the project
has been funded entirely by the Government of Botswana since 1997. Its annual budget is
around 2 million Yen.

The target audiences are primary school pupils in the rural areas and villagers in the
communities who have no access to the resources in the museum. Every year around 100
primary schools are visited by the Mobile Museum. Approximately 87,000 pupils
participate in the programme annually.

The programme includes about diversity of ethnic groups and their environment etc. in
Botswana. An education curator, a museum assistant, a driver in total three staff are
normally involved in the programme.

It could be said that the Zebra programme has a role promoting museum education in
the rural areas and also is one of the excellent examples of the successful outreach
programme in Africa.
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