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History of the Museum of Science and Industry, Chicago, (Part I. A showcase of
the freedom of big business and the American prospetrity)
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Abstract :

The Museum of Science and Industry, Chicago was founded in 1928. It, opened in 1933, was
modeled after the Deutsches Museum in Munich that laid stress on the exhibits of the history of
technology. It was, however, transformed into a science center that was a wonderland of
technology and industry. The transformation, led by Lenox Lohr, resulted in a marvelous
success, and the Museum was visited yearly by millions of people. After the panic in 1929,
people became suspicious if the long depression was caused by the industry and the big business.
Lohr strove to deny this suspicion exhibiting how the prosperity was formed by the progress
based upon American freedom. He achieved success in this task at the Century of Progress
Exposition in Chicago in 1933 and 1934 and at the Museumn, introducing his “mass education”
where he maintained education was a kind of sales. He began nhew practices to make visitors
comfortable in order to get many visitors. The practices have become common in today’s
museums in the world. Since 1970s, the Museum has deen striving to become a kind of science
education center, The Part II of this paper is to deal with this second transformation, and give
discussion of the relation between the transformations of the Museum and the change in the US.

society.



