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The Claims and its Impacts of the Campaign against
the Construction of the Yokosuka Museum of Art
HEE BEBET
Mariko TAKIBATA
Abstract:

Many Public facilities depended on the Municipal Bond for Integrated Rural
Development (chisousai). These bond-funded projects caused excessive public
investments by the municipal governments, and consequently increased the budget
deficits of central and municipal governments in Japan. Yokosuka City was planning
to build a museum by using chisousai. Citizens lobbied against the construction of the
museum, and the junior city councilors invigorated debates in the city council. The
one-sixth of the citizens in the city signed the petition demanding a revision of the
construction. The museum issue became the focal point of the city mayoral election in
2005. Although the opponents of the construction gained more votes in total amount than
the candidate supporting the construction of the museum, the latter won the election.

The debate over the construction of the museum attracted the political attention of the
many citizens in Yokosuka City, and the campaign against the construction also awoke
their political consciousness. The Preparatory Office for the Establishment of the Museum
is offering welfare services in response to the claim of the opponents of the construction
that taxes should be used for social welfare. It is not clear how they ensure the quality
of the activities with a limited budget. I point out that Yokosuka city authorities should
have considered using the existing nearby museums and the cultural hall in order to
deal with the financial collapse, and that they should have explained to the citizens the
national system of tax allocations to local governments.
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