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Exhibitions for Preschool Age Children
The Oshu City Cattle Museum's Exhibitions to Enjoy as a Family
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Abstract :

Since 1998, the Oshu City Cattle Museum has held exhibitions for local children and their
families, with the understanding that these young visitors are the museum's future adult
supporters and visitors. These exhibitions have compared the characteristics of the twelve
animals of the Chinese zodiac with cattle in other words, they have combined a topic of great
general interest with one specific to the Museum. Table 1 illustrates the exhibition dates,
which have fluctuated somewhat but generally have been two months somewhere between
mid-November and late January. This corresponds with the increased New Year's season
interest in the zodiac. Table 2 illustrates the nine points given special attention in planning
and executing these exhibitions, decided upon after discussion with local preschool teachers.
All of the exhibition materials have been handmade by Museum personnel. These temporary
exhibitions have largely followed the pattern of the Museum's permanent exhibitions, but with
toys and crafts near the exhibition entrance and a quiz corner to make them more attractive
to children. Table 4 illustrates the resultant marked increase in family and preschool Museum
attendance during these exhibitions. In particular, because of the temporary exhibitions'
simpler contents, many parents were observed explaining the exhibition to children, as were
many children asking questions of their parents. Many people were also observed gathering
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information and materials for New Year's cards (which often feature the year's zodiac
animal). This suggests that the exhibition, intended and planned for children, was generally
well received by adults as well. It can be concluded from this that easy to understand
exhibitions are likely to attract more visitors to the Museum. In addition, other events held in
concert with these special exhibitions including rice-pounding and a reading and play about
the zodiac animalshsponsored by volunteer groups led to greater Museum attendance by
individuals associated with these groups. In summary, these exhibitions have played an

important role in encouraging Museum attendance and advanced use of Museum facilities.
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