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Abstract :

Gentaro Tanahashi is the founding father of Japanese museums and Japanese museum
studies. His career started as a science teacher then became an instructor and a researcher
at a teacher's college. He moved to the museum field and was involved in management of
museums. During his career, he wrote numerous publications in related fields. Additionally,
he was the founder of the Japanese Association of Museums.

This article illustrates the Tanahashi's underlying philosophy on his research and
management of museums. First, this article identified his shift of interests through his titles of
various published articles. Then, by examining his educational philosophy as a practitioner of
science education, his goal of a variety of exhibitions, programs, and publications in museums
is discussed. Tanahashi focused to diffuse research-based education using the object lesson by
J. H. Pestalozzi and the perspective of science which were based on people's daily lives. Based
on his view and practice as an educator and a researcher, his museum practice was not to

expand science education but to disseminate scientific thinking throughout the society
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