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Seiichi Tejima’s Distinguished services to Handicapped person Education in Japan

AR FHE*

Tetsuya YAMAMOTO

Abstract :

Seiichi Tejima, who was the director of The Educational Museum, is known for having
introduced instruments and tools from Europe and America, to be used by handicapped
people and museums in Japan.

These artifacts were displayed in Japanese museums at a very early stage of Japanese
museum-history. Mr. Tejima himself also thought that these displays were an important part
of what museums put on display for the public.

It is worth mentioning that Mr. Tejima was deeply involved with the introduction of Braille
to Japan in 1890.

Nobuhachi Konishi, a teacher to the handicapped in Tokyo, received word from Seiichi
Tejima on the wonderful effectiveness of ‘Braille’ and thus requested that Kuraji Ishikawa,
would introduce and adjusted ‘Braille’ for the Japanese, based on Tejima’s recommendation,
which led to the general acceptance of the Japanese ‘Braille’.

Mr. Tejima should be valued and remembered as the man who not only began exhibitions
of tools for the handicapped, but also contributed greatly to the education and lives of

handicapped people all over Japan.
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