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Accepting of Shohin Chinretsujo in the Commercial Museum Project at the Meiji—era

=% fHF
Takuya MIYAKE

Abstract

.In the second half of 1880s, some European countries established an institution which was called
Commercial Museum or Export Sample Warehouse and so on, in order to help their citizens’ industrial
and commercial activity especially concerning import and export trading. In Japan, the Gaimu-sho
(Ministry of Foreign Affairs) made request to the Noshomu-sho (Ministry of Agriculture and Commerce)
and the Monbu-sho (Ministry of Education) for cooperation in the Commercial Museum Project. These
three ministries could not achieve the consensus on the project though they tried to do somehow.
Therefore, they entrusted the project with the private organizations of businessmen leaded by Eiichi
SHIBUSAWA, the Tokyo Shoko—kai and Boeki-kyokai. The organization made new plans, which was
convenient for them. The Monbu-sho, however, opposed that, and seceded from the project.

The characteristic point of the project is below, these show how modern Japan accepted the Shohin
Chinretsujo from western Commercial Museum or Export Sample Warehouse:

(1) The Gaimu-sho made first plan based on the Commercial Museum in Brussels, Belgium,
which was connected with trading and was related to information bureau. On the other
hand, the Monbu-sho wanted to make an attached museum to their school.

(2) The project became to be called as the Shohin Chinretsujo project, although it had been
called as the Tsusho Hakubutsukan project in the beginning.

(3) The Monbu-sho persisted in its opinion, which put the school education in the first, though

the other two ministries regard the businessman as more important.
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