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Development and evaluation of educational programs of Literature
and Science focus on Science Center and Museum
—Research on The Planetarium show produced by researchers—
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Hatsuki MATSUOKA, Seiichi SAKAMOTO

Abstract:

This is the first attempt in Japan that scientists in natural and social sciences worked together to go
through planning, production, distribution, and evaluation of a planetarium show, rather than their limited
roles in provision of data and supervision.

The show produced by researchers tends to be very professional, therefore theaters and people are not
very acceptable it. But we challenged to stimulate interest of various audience by approach of Literature
and Science that is to learn things from different perspectives about one natural or social phenomenon.

In spite of we took up the theme of the show, poorly topic “Dark clouds ” ;-it is a kind of the
heavenly body, where stars are born-, in all screenings, this show got 83% of the high level of
satisfaction from all generations or repeaters.

Young generation could not fully understand the contents of advanced Natural science, but evaluated
of our show as “Interesting but a little difficult”. Thus we found that the unacceptable theme of Natural
science would not reduce the satisfaction of the show, and further, repeater of regular planetarium show
would strongly support our new approach.

Moreover, “Dark clouds ” was able to impress a wide range of audiences from children to adults. In
addition, we found that people who have a poor interest of Natural Science also have a chance to visit to

planetarium. So we will be able to development of new visitors by our approach.
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